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The Pacific GIS and Remote Sensing Council (PGRSC) was
established to oversee the activities of the Pacific Islands
Annual GIS & RS User Conference outside of SPC to a
dedicated independent body.
The Council’s board members, constitution and all

institutional arrangements were achieved within a limited

time frame as it was paramount for the council to open a

bank account that will accommodate all funds directed

towards the logistics and activities of the GIS & RS User

Conference. This document briefly describes the role and

purpose of the PGRSC. 
More detailed information such as the Council’s constitution
can be downloaded from the PGRSC website.

2018  launch of the Pacific GIS & Remote Sensing Council. 
(L-R) Rajendra Singh, Wolf Forstreuter, Hon. Minister Koya, Malakai Finau and Russell
Howorth.

THE  PGRSC



 To promote the development of GIS and Remote Sensing
(RS) data, technologies, methods and services for the 
 Pacific region;
 To enable collaboration and share lessons learnt across       
regional agencies and commercial parties;
 To discuss and establish methods in building adaptation 
 for the Pacific environment for solutions working already 
 well outside the region;
 To manage the distribution, publication and awareness of 
 conference outcomes;
 To establish robust links with other GIS, RS and scientific 
 bodies regionally and globally. 
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The Council was initially

established to oversee the 2017

GIS&RS User Conference and

was recognized as a body that

would promote and help

support further developments of

GIS & Remote Sensing tools in

the region.
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Russell Howorth
 

Rajendra Singh

Dr. Russell Howorth worked many years at SOPAC (now the Geoscience,
Energy, and Maritime Division of SPC) and at the end of his term served as
the Director. SOPAC was the leading Pacific organisation regarding GIS
and RS.  He is still Director of the Circum-Pacific Council. Dr Russell
Howorth is also a trustee of STAR.
 
 
 
 

Arthur Faerua

TRUSTEES

Malakai Finau
The former Permanent Secretary Lands and Mineral Resources Malakai
Finau.   Malakai Finau was also the former Director of the Fiji Mineral
Resources Department, an organisation that has over the years, worked
closely with the GIS and RS conference and community.

The Council must have a minimum of three (3) Trustees and five (5)
Board Members besides the GIS & Remote Sensing Committee.
The Trustees are the guardians of the council and are accountable for
the organisation. These are persons who are familiar with the objectives
of the Council.

Rajendra Singh received a prestigious award by the Fiji Government for his
organisational work in education for Fiji and know-how transfer is one of the
objectives of the Council.

Mr. Arthur Faerua is the Director General for the Ministry of Lands & Natural
Resources in Vanuatu. He also leads the Vanuatu Conference Committee for
the planned Vanuatu Pacific GIS & Remote Sensing Conference.
 
 
 
 



TREASURER
Litia Gaunavou

BOARD MEMBER
Nicholas Rollings

The Board of  PGRSC makes far-reaching decis ion
including f inancia l  decis ions several  t imes a  year .
The Board meets  whenever  f inancia l  decis ions or
far-reaching decis ions have to  be made.  Vot ing
also is  performed through e-mai l .

Remi Andreoli

BOARD  MEMBER
Arti Pratap
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CHAIR
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VICE CHAIR
Salote Viti
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Titimanu Simi
SAMOA

Bradley Eichelberger
NORTHERN
MARIANAS

GUAM
Maria Kottermair

Email | mariakottermair@triton.uog.edu
Phone | +1-671-735-2751

Organisation | University of Guam
Website | https://www.uog.edu/pi-csc/

 

GEOSPATIAL COORDINATOR FOR MICRONESIA, PACIFIC IS. CLIMATE
ADAPTATION SCIENCE CENTER

Synther Biza
FED. STATES OF

MICRONESIA

Dominic  Afuyave
PAPUA NEW

GUINEA

Email | titi.simi@mnre.gov.wsi
Phone | +685-327591

Organisation | Disaster Management Office
Website | www.mnre.gov.ws/

 

PARTNER COORDINATOR

Email | beichelberger.cnmi.dfw@gmail.com
Phone | +1-670-664-6009

Organisation | Division of Fish & Wildlife, Department of Lands & Natural Res.
 

 

Email | sbiza78@gmail.com / sbiza@fsmdecem.fm
Phone | (691) 3208814 / 8815

Organisation | FSM National Government - Dept. of Environment, Climate
Change and Emergency Management (FSM DECEM)

 

GIS & DATA OFFICER

Phone | +675 3256988
Organisation | Papua New Guinea Power

 
Pauline Ketalu | PNG | GIS Teaching Tutor 

Email | piiketalu@gmail.com
Phone | +675 70142779

Organisation | University of Papua New Guinea
Website | http://www.upng.ac.pg/site/

Email | dafuyave@pngpower.com.pg

 

FOCAL POINTS



Mark Stege

Email | jpapao@gmail.com
Phone | +677 87288

CONSULTANT

SOLOMON ISLANDS
Joy Papao

Catherine Paul
KIRIBATI

MARSHALL IS.

NEW CALEDONIA
Damien Buisson

Email | damien.buisson@gouv.nc
Phone | +687-727444

Organisation |  New Caledonia Government
Website | https://georep.nc 

HEAD OF GIS &  REMOTE SENSING DEPARTMENT

Email | catherinep@mfmrd.gov.ki
Organisation | Ministry of Fisheries & Marine Resource Development (MFMRD)

Website | http://www.uog.edu/pi-csc:

 

Email | markhstege@gmail.com 
 

Benedict Yamamura | Marshall Islands
Email | byamamura@mimra.com 

 

 

Email |  halallilika2013@gmail.com
Organisation |  Ministry of Lands Survey and Natural Resources &

Environment

 

TONGA
Halalilika Etika

Johnny T Nimau
VANUATU

Email | Johnie@vanuatu.gov.vu / tarijohnny@gmail.com
Phone | +678 7379703

Organisation | Vanuatu National Disaster Management Office
Website | www.riskcape.org.nz/international-projects

https://ndmo.gov.vu

PARTneR Project Coordinator

SENIOR GIS SPECIALIST



Email |  Srboe@vanuatu.gov.vu
Sharon Boe | VANUATU

 

Vaipo Mataora | DIRECTOR | COOK ISLANDS
Email |  vaipo.mataora@cookislands.gov.ck
Phone | +682 20321
Organisation | National Hydrographic/Geoscience |
Infrastructure Cook Islands

 

Dolores Leneuoti | TUVALU
Email | dleneuoti@gmail.com
Organization | Lands Tuvalu

Email |  maulerio@tnc.org
 

 Mike Aluerio | PALAU

 

Yoann Roncin | FRENCH POLYNESIA
Email |  yoann.roncin@urbanisme.gov.pf

 

Jewel Tuitama | TOKELAU
Email |  jewel.tuitama@tokelau.org.nz
Organisation | National Disaster Management
Office Climate Change & Disaster Unit, Ministry of
Climate & Oceans

Email |  richard.siataga@mail.gov.nu
Richard Siataga | NIUE





In  November 2018 the Board decided to  have
registered membership for  the PGRSC.  There are  three
types of  membership :

Inst i tut ional  Membership
Organisat ions that  are  of fer ing products ,  serv ices ,
t ra in ing,  educat ion or  support  in  Geospat ia l  Sc ience
can become inst i tut ional  members  of  PGRSC.
Current ly  fo l lowing organisat ions hold inst i tut ional
membership :  ( i )  Geoscience Austra l ia  ( i i )  F i j i  Ministry
of  Natural  Resources  and Environment Samoa (MNRE) ,
( i i i )  Ministry  of  Sugar  Industr ies  –  F i j i ,  ( iv )  A l lTerra ,  (v )
BLUECHAM SAS (v i )    Eagle  Technology ,  (v i i )  SPREP,
(v i i i )  INSIGHT SAS,  ( ix )  Univers i ty  of  Guam,  (x )
S ivaconsult ,  (x i )  Drone Serv ice F i j i ,  (x i i )  Kenex ,  (x i i i )
Kahuto Investment Pte Ltd .

Personal  Membership
People  who are  working in  a  profess ional  capacity  in
geospat ia l  sc ience and are  act ive  in  profess ional
development and have appropr iate  geospat ia l  sc ience
qual i f icat ions or  the equivalent  exper ience can
become personal  member of  the PGRSC.

Student Membership
Student membership can be received by full time students enrolled
in a geospatial science degree, diploma or certificate or a bachelor
degree from a cognate discipline with a major in geospatial science
course component.

MEMBERS



HISTORY
The Paci f ic  Is lands GIS&RS User  Conference 2017
prompted the establ ishment of  the Paci f ic  GIS  and
Remote Sensing Counci l  as  expla ined above.  However ,
the annual  Conference results  in  the outcomes of  the
monthly  GIS  &  RS User  Groups .

The Fi j i  GIS  & RS User  Groups
In  1991  the Management Serv ices  Div is ion of  the
Forestry  Department (MSD-Forestry)  establ ished
together  with the F i j i  Land Information Support  Centre
(FLIS)  monthly  GIS  and Remote Sensing User  Group
Meetings ,  where the f i rst  meet ing was conducted in
Colo- i -Suva ,  MSD-Forestry  was located.  These meet ings
attracted a  number of  organisat ions with the idea to
establ ish a  GIS  within their  sectors .  The meet ings were
held the f i rst  Tuesday every  month at  a  d i f ferent
locat ion to  exper ience the working environment of
var ious GIS  users .  The purpose was to  ( i )  avoid
dupl icat ion of  work and to  share data instead of  re-
producing,  ( i i )  to  share knowledge especia l ly  when
methods required adaptat ion to  Paci f ic  environment ,
( i i i )  to  enhance personal  contacts  which s impl i f ies  data
exchange.  The format was as  informal  as  poss ible  to
encourage inexper ienced GIS users  to  ta lk .  The
meetings had f ixed structure ,  a l l  inst i tut ions present
introduced themselves ,  expla ined what  they had
carr ied out  dur ing the last  four  weeks and what  they
intend to  do dur ing the next  month.  
This  was fo l lowed by short  presentat ions expla ining
new appl icat ions ,  software or  hardware .  



Very  soon Fi j i  Government formed a  F i j i  Land
Information Counci l  with members  of  d i f ferent
Government inst i tut ions ,  which a lways  met one day
after  the informal  GIS  &  RS User  Meet ing to  get  the
information discussed in  the informal  meet ing.

The Fi j i  Annual  GIS  & RS User  Conference
In  1998,  USP under  the guidance of  James Br i tton
approached the F i j i  Lands Department to  jo int ly
conduct  a  two day Nat ional  Conference,  which was then
extended to  a  3  day conference in  1999 .  In  1999 the f i rst
part ic ipants  were f rom outs ide of  F i j i .  The f i rst  poster
competit ion was conducted in  2001 ,  and has  s ince been
an integral  act iv i ty  of  the plat form .  The f i rst  companies
moved in ,  in  2003,  with the arr iva l  of  image vendors .  In
the same year ,  the EU funded a  regional  project  at
SOPAC ass ist ing GIS  and RS appl icat ion in  Paci f ic  Is land
Countr ies .  This  resulted in  the renaming of  the F i j i
Conference.

The Paci f ic  Is lands GIS&RS User  Conference
In  2004 the Nat ional  Conference was renamed as  the
‘Paci f ic  Is lands GIS&RS User  Conference’  due to  the
increas ing interests  of  part ic ipants  that  came from
Paci f ic  Is land countr ies .  In  2005 ISPRS jo ined the
init iat ive  and was part  of  the f i rst  d iscuss ion sess ion of
the Conference.  The former pres ident  John Tr inder
helped to  guide the discuss ion sess ions .  The discuss ion
sess ion is  an important  sess ion of  the Conference and
has s ince been held every  year .  The sess ion provides  an
opportunity  for  companies ,  sc ient ists  and GIS &RS users
to meet  and share ideas .  Many appl icat ions ,  which
required an adaptat ion to  Paci f ic  environment ,  were
discussed at  the Conference and implemented dur ing
the fo l lowing years .  Besides  this  the Conference is  the
platform for  exchange of  exper iences of  GIS&RS
users  by di f ferent  is land countr ies .



 
The formation of  the PGRSC was a  necessary  fo l low up
of  User  Group and Conference in  enabl ing the 2017
Conference.  The next  step wi l l  be to  regional ise  the
Conference more than i t  current ly  is .  The counci l
current ly  establ ished focal  points  in  a l l  Paci f ic  is lands to
share the information about  the Conference but
also to  organise  presentat ions and ideas  by the
countr ies  to  bui ld ing up to  the next  Conference.  Here
the three vehic les  for  information disseminat ion wi l l
become an even more important  ro le .

Pac i f ic  Is lands GIS & RS User  Conference

The Paci f ic  Is lands GIS&RS User  Conference is  an
ideal  vehic le  for  know-how in  transferr ing
information and data to  Paci f ic  is land states .  As
mentioned GIS  users  are  iso lated in  remote is land
countr ies  with l imited poss ibi l i ty  to  engage with
scient ists  and companies .  This  is  not  only  the
case dur ing the discuss ion sess ion,  the
Conference provide an avenues to  meet  dur ing
the cof fee breaks  with a  dai ly  socia l  funct ion
dur ing the evening,  where a l l  types  of  Conference
part ic ipants  are  present .

The Pac i f ic  Is lands GIS & RS Newsletter

The f i rst  GIS  and RS Newsletter  was publ ished in
1993 and distr ibuted in  F i j i .  There was a  need for  a
regular
information plat form as  there was no F i j i  medium ( i )
to  report  and document the monthly  GIS&RS User
Meet ing,  ( i i )  to  d istr ibute new developments  in  the
areas  GIS ,  RS and upcoming GPS appl icat ions ,  ( i i i )  to
report  about  data avai lable  in  F i j i .
The Newsletter  started as  a  s imple pr int  out  of  a
WordPerfect  wr i tten A4 document edited by Wolf
Forstreuter  and Les  Al l inson.  



In  1994 SOPAC’s  Director  supported the Newsletter
with profess ional  staf f  and Lala  Bukarau jo in ing the
team.  James Br i tton (USP)  jo ined the newsletters
working group in  1998.  Dur ing the t ime users  of
other  Paci f ic
states  were interested in  the newsletter  where
SOPAC pr inted and posted to  Paci f ic  is land
countr ies .
Short ly  afterwards ,  a  network was establ ished of
nat ional  focal  points ,  which than produced bigger
quant it ies  and which was distr ibuted to
subscr ibers  in  country .  By  the end of  the ninet ies
the Newsletter  was able  to  be downloaded f rom
the SOPAC website ,  however ,  the postage of
newsletters  cont inued as  the countr ies  e-mai l
access  was very  l imited.
The newsletter  can st i l l  be pr inted i f  there is  a
need,  however ,  th is  i s  an except ion.  The last  issue
was publ ished two years  ago as  there was no t ime
which could be a l located to  this  publ icat ion.
The PGRSC took ownership and the newsletter  wi l l
be publ ished again in  regular  intervals .
The importance is  that  the newsletter  is  the only
publ icat ion,  which focuses  on spat ia l  data
appl icat ion in  Paci f ic  Is land Countr ies .

GIS Pacnet
The e-mai l  d istr ibut ion and communicat ion l i st
GIS-PacNet  was establ ished by Franck Mart in
with the intent ion to  have a  plat form to help
MapInfo GIS  software users  to  operate their  GIS .
This  was about  1995 or  1996 where e-mai l  started
and SOPAC was the pioneer  and Fi j i  d istr ibutor .
The mai l ing l i st  was se ldom ut i l ized to  ask
quest ions as  this  is  not  the Paci f ic  nature or
culture ,  however ,  the l i st  very  soon distr ibuted
news in  the areas  GIS ,  RS ,  database and GPS
appl icat ions .  



Also the minutes  of  the monthly  GIS&RS User
Meet ings were distr ibuted whenever  issues  of
regional  re levance were discussed.
The l i st  has  near ly  700 members ,  however ,  the
interest ing part  is  that  they are  distr ibuted a l l
over  the Paci f ic  and today with better  Internet
than 20 years  ago the remotest  v i l lage can be
reached.  The l i st  was hosted at  SPC,  but  had to
move to  Paci f ic  Is lands Chapter  of  the Internet
Society .

The Counci l  has  strong l inks  to  other  organisat ions with s imi lar
object ives .  The l inks  are  inst i tut ional ly  where Trustees  of  the
Counci l  are  at  the same t ime Trustees  of  re lated organisat ions and
there are  l inks  through the
web s i te  and working re lat ionships .

P a c i f i c  S c i e n c e ,  T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  R e s o u r c e
N e t w o r k .  O r i g i n a l l y  a n  a d v i s o r y  g r o u p  f o r  S O P A C
a n n u a l  s e s s i o n .  T o d a y  a n  o w n  C o u n c i l .  T h e
C h a i r m a n  i s   D r  R a i j e l i  T a g a .  R u s s e l l  H o w o r t h  i s
o n e  o f  t h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  S T A R .
P G R S C  h a s  s i g n e d  a  M e m o r a n d u m  o f
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h  S T A R  f o r  m u t u a l  a s s i s t a n c e .

S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  R e g i o n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o g r a m m e  l e f t  S P C
i n  N o u m e a  i n  1 9 9 2  a n d  r e l o c a t e d  t o  S a m o a .  I t  a c h i e v e d  a u t o n o m y
a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  i n t e r - g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e
s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  A g r e e m e n t  E s t a b l i s h i n g  S P R E P  i n  A p i a  o n  1 6  J u n e
1 9 9 3 .    S P R E P  ( t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t )  i s  t h e  r e g i o n ’ s  k e y  i n t e r -
g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  i s  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  i n t e r - g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s
c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  R e g i o n a l  O r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c
( C R O P ) .  T h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  S P R E P  a r e  t o  p r o m o t e  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e
S o u t h  P a c i f i c  R e g i o n  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t
a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t o  e n s u r e  s u s t a i n a b l e
d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  S P R E P  i s  a n
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  m e m b e r  o f  P G R S C .

LINKSTHE

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c  h a s  b e e n  a
f o u n d a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t i v e  m e m b e r  s i n c e  i n c e p t i o n
a l s o  p l a y i n g  a  m a j o r  r o l e  o f  e d u c a t i n g  e m e r g i n g
p r o f e s s i o n a l s / p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  h a v e  m a s s i v e l y
c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  t o  t h e
P a c i f i c  R e g i o n .



E a g l e  T e c h n o l o g y  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  4 5  y e a r s
e x p e r i e n c e  s u p p o r t i n g  N e w  Z e a l a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  w i t h
i n n o v a t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  i n c l u d i n g  G I S  p r o d u c t s .  O u r
l o n g s t a n d i n g  G I S  a n d  E n t e r p r i s e  I T  p r a c t i c e s
c o m b i n e  t o  o f f e r  a  r a n g e  o f  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s o l u t i o n s
t h a t  u s e  b e s t  p r a c t i c e  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e  t e c h n o l o g i e s
t o g e t h e r  t o  e x t e n d  a n d  s u p p o r t  G I S  a n d  c o m m o n  I T
c h a l l e n g e s .

G e o s c i e n c e  A u s t r a l i a  i s  a n  a g e n c y  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
G o v e r n m e n t .  T h a t  c a r r i e s  o u t  g e o s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h
a n d  i s  a l s o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  t e c h n i c a l  a d v i s e r  o n  a l l
a s p e c t s  o f  g e o s c i e n c e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  G A  i s  t h e
c u s t o d i a n  o f  g e o g r a p h i c ,  g e o l o g i c a l  d a t a  a n d
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  A  n u m b e r  o f  p r o j e c t s  a r e
c a r r i e d  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  P a c i f i c  a n d  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y
G e o s c i e n c e  A u s t r a l i a  s u c h  a s  t h e  P a c S a A F E  p r o j e c t
w h i c h  a i m s  t o  b u i l d  d i s a s t e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  r e s i l i e n c e
w i t h i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .

I N S I G H T  S A S  i s  a  c o m m e r c i a l  c o m p a n y  e s t a b l i s h e d
i n  N e w  C a l e d o n i a  o f f e r i n g  G I S  &  R S  s e r v i c e s
i n c l u d i n g  d a t a  p r o v i s i o n .  I N S I G H T  h a s  b e e n  a
r e c o g n i s e d  o r g a n i s a t i o n  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  a n n u a l
P a c i f i c  G I S  &  R S  U s e r  C o n f e r e n c e .

S i n c e  i t s  f o r m a t i o n  i n  1 9 8 5 ,  A l l T e r r a  h a s  b e e n  d e d i c a t e d  t o
p r o v i d i n g  i n n o v a t i v e  g e o s p a t i a l  t e c h n o l o g y  t h r o u g h  a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e
A l l T e r r a  b r a n d  r e p l a c e d  t h e  G e o S y s t e m s  b r a n d  i n  J u l y  2 0 1 6 .
A l l T e r r a  i s  t h e  g l o b a l  d e a l e r  b r a n d  f o r  T r i m b l e ’ s  g e o s p a t i a l
p o r t f o l i o  a n d  s y m b o l i s e s  a  n e w  b r a n d  w i t h  a  f r e s h  l o o k  a n d  f e e l ,
a n d  a  r e n e w e d  f o c u s  o n  T r i m b l e  g e o s p a t i a l  p r o d u c t s  a n d
s e r v i c e s . A l l T e r r a  s e r v e s  t h e  N e w  Z e a l a n d  a n d  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g
S o u t h  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  f o r  T r i m b l e  g e o s p a t i a l  s o l u t i o n s .



I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  P h o t o g r a m m e t r y
a n d  R e m o t e  S e n s i n g .  I S P R S  w a s  f i r s t  t i m e
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  2 0 0 5 .  I S P R S
d i s t r i b u t e s  i t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  b u l l e t i n s
t h r o u g h  t h e  P G R S C  n e t w o r k .  I n  2 0 1 8  P G R S C
b e c a m e  t h e  R e g i o n a l  M e m b e r  o f  I S P R S  f o r
P a c i f i c  I s l a n d  C o u n t r i e s .

T h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r n e t  S o c i e t y  s e r v e s  t h e  S o c i e t y ’ s
p u r p o s e s  b y  s e r v i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  I n t e r n e t  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h
i t s  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s .  I t  f o c u s e s  o n  l o c a l  i s s u e s  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  a n d  a s  a n  i m p a r t i a l  a d v i s o r  t o  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  o n
m a t t e r s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r e s t  t o  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d  p e o p l e .  P I C I S O C  f i r s t  c a m e
i n t o  b e i n g  i n  1 9 9 4  a s  I T - P a c N E T  w h e n  a  g r o u p  o f  t e c h n i c a l  g u y s
w o r k i n g  f o r  S O P A C  d e c i d e d  t o  s e t  u p  a  s u p p o r t  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  T h r o u g h  t h e i r
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  e x p a n d  t h e
o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  j o i n  t h e  g r o u p  u p  w i t h  t h e  I n t e r n e t  S o c i e t y  i n
2 0 0 2 .    T h e  6 0 0 +  r e g i o n a l  m e m b e r s  o f  P I C I S O C  c o m e  f r o m  2 2  c o u n t r i e s  w h i c h
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  P a c i f i c  r e g i o n  ( t h e y  a r e  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s
F o r u m ) .  T h e  P G R S C  f o r m s  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  G I S  a n d  R S  w i t h i n
P I C I S O C .  P I C I S O C  h o s t s  f o r  P G R S C  t h e  G I S - P a c N e t

S p a t i a l  I n d u s t r i e s  B u s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  t h e  l e a d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S p a t i a l  I n d u s t r y .  S I B A | G I T A  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o
w o r k i n g  w i t h  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  A c a d e m i a  t o  b u i l d  a  m o r e
i n n o v a t i v e ,  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  t h e  P a c i f i c .  S I B A | G I T A  p r o v i d e s  a
n e t w o r k  o f  b u s i n e s s e s ,  t e n d e r  a l e r t s ,  n e t w o r k i n g  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h i n k  t a n k s  a n d  d i r e c t  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  S I B A
i s  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  u s e s  t h e  p l a t f o r m  t o  h a n d
o u t  t h e  s p a t i a l  b u s i n e s s  a w a r d .  T h e  C o u n c i l  i s  h e l p i n g  t o
d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  m e s s a g e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  a w a r d  t h r o u g h  G I S - P a c N e t .
T h e  P G R S C  s i g n e d  a  M o U  w i t h  S I B A | G I T A .

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d
E n v i r o n m e n t ,  S a m o a  h a s  t h e  v i s i o n  t o  w o r k
t o g e t h e r  i n  c l o s e  p a r t n e r s h i p s  t o  p u r s u e  a n d
a c h i e v e  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  i s  m a d e  u p
o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a l s o  h o s t s  a
n u m b e r  o f  p r o j e c t s  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e
a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  m i s s i o n ,  v i s i o n
a n d  o b j e c t i v e s .

Silvaconsult AG is a Swiss consulting company which offers
solutions now in the Pacific region particularly in the Forestry
Sector.



T h e  t e a m  a t  K a h u t o  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  o n  d e l i v e r i n g  o u r
m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t  - "  T o  b e c o m e  t h e  l e a d i n g  c o m p a n y  i n
t h e  P a c i f i c  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d
t r a n s f o r m i n g  o f  g e o g r a p h i c a l  d a t a . "  O u r  f o c u s  o n
d e v e l o p i n g  e m e r g i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  c o u p l e d  w i t h  o u r
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  d e l i v e r  v a l u e  f o r  o u r  c l i e n t s  e n a b l e s  o u r
t e a m  t o  c o n s t a n t l y  f i n d  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  o u r  f a s t  g r o w i n g
c o m p a n y .  W e  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o u r  c l i e n t s
r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  d e l i v e r i n g  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  s o l u t i o n s  f o r
t h e  P a c i f i c .

B l u e c h a m  S A S  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e m a t i c  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s
t o  s p e e d  u p  t h e  p r o c e s s  f o r  t r a n s f e r r i n g  r e s u l t s  t o  i t s
c l i e n t s .  T h e  c o m p a n y  i s  w o r k i n g  o n  n a t u r a l  r i s k s  ( f l o o d s ,
f i r e s ,  t s u n a m i s ,  c y c l o n e s ,  e t c . )  w i t h  S t r a s b o u r g
U n i v e r s i t y / S E R T I T  ( I m a g e  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  r e m o t e
s e n s i n g  s e r v i c e ) ,  o n  m a n g r o v e s  a n d  l a g o o n s  w i t h  t h e
t e a m s  a t  I R D  ( I n s t i t u t e  f o r  R e s e a r c h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t ) ,
a n d  o n  s o i l  e r o s i o n  w i t h  U N C  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w
C a l e d o n i a ) .

T h r o u g h  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  C l i m a t e  A d a p t a t i o n
S c i e n c e  C e n t e r  ( P I - C A S C )  a  c o n s o r t i u m  l e d  b y  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H a w a i ʻ i  a t  M ā n o a ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
H a w a i ʻ i  a t  H i l o ,  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G u a m  t o  p r o v i d e
e x p e r t i s e  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  a p p l y i n g  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e
s c i e n c e  t o  s o c i e t a l  a n d  e c o l o g i c a l  c h a l l e n g e s  a c r o s s
t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  C S C  p r o v i d e s  s c i e n t i f i c
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t o o l s ,  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  n a t u r a l  a n d
c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e r s  c a n  u s e  t o  a n t i c i p a t e ,
m o n i t o r ,  a n d  a d a p t  t o  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e . I n t e g r a l
r e s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  s c i e n c e  i n  t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c .

D r o n e  S e r v i c e s  i s  a  c o m m e r i c a l  s e r i v c e  p r o v i d e r
c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  i n  F i j i .  D r o n e  S e r v i c e s  o f f e r s  s e r v i c e s
i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d r o n e  i m a g e r y  a t  v a r i o u s  g r a d e s  o f
a c c u r a c y  a n d  p r i c e  p o i n t s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  c o m p a n y
o f f e r s  p i l o t  l i c e n c e  t r a i n i n g  l o c a l l y .  T h e  c o m p a n y  i s  a
f e a t u r e  p r e s e n t e r  a t  t h e  P a c i f i c  G I S  &  R S  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d
i s  a c t i v e  i n  n u m e r o u s  f o r u m s  p r o v i d i n g  s o u n d  a d v i c e  f o r
a l l  t h i n g s  d r o n e  i n  F i j i  ( a n d  t h e  P a c i f i c ) .

K e n e x  p r o v i d e s  g l o b a l  h i g h  l e v e l  c o n s u l t i n g  i n  m i n e r a l
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y ,  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  a g r i c u l t u r e
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  K e n e x  s p e c i a l i s e s  i n  p r o j e c t  d e v e l o p m e n t
a n d  a s s i s t  m i n i n g  a n d  e x p l o r a t i o n  c o m p a n i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e
p r o v i s i o n  o f  2 D  a n d  3 D  m i n e r a l  p r e d i c t i v e  m o d e l l i n g ,  3 D
i n t e g r a t e d  g e o l o g i c a l  m a p p i n g ,  t a r g e t i n g  s t u d i e s  a n d  a
w i d e  r a n g e  o f  G I S  s e r v i c e s .  O t h e r  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  i n c l u d e
m i n e r a l  p e r m i t  m a n a g e m e n t ,  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  m a r i n e
m i n e r a l  p r e d i c t i v e  m o d e l l i n g ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
s e r v i c e s  a n d  w i n d  e n e r g y  p r o s p e c t i v i t y  s e r v i c e s .
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